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Passengers Are NOT Helpless Should something happen to the rider By: James R. Davis The 

general impression amongst motorcyclists is that a passenger would be totally helpless when it 

comes to controlling the motorcycle should something happen to the rider. Nonsense! An acci-

dent occurred in Ohio, I believe, some years ago where a deer attempted to jump over a motor-

cycle from the side and hit the rider, knocking him completely off the bike. The man's wife was a 

passenger at the time and she managed to take control of the bike and get it off to the side of the 

road and slowed it down so greatly that it simply fell over (into the grass.) Well, you argue, since 

there was no rider in front of her she was able to reach the controls. In fact, even if the rider was 

still there having, for example, simply collapsed from a heart attack, the passenger can almost 

always still gain control of the motorcycle. Two controls that the passenger usually cannot reach 

are the gear shift lever and the rear brake, but the three that he/she CAN reach are the clutch 

lever, the throttle, and the front brake. (And, not incidentally, the engine cutoff switch.) Thus, the 

passenger can steer the bike as well as control its speed. Even with a rider backrest, a passenger 

can stand on his/her pegs and lean over the rider to gain control of the bike. Cash and I have 

practiced this maneuver and demonstrated it to several motorcycle groups at rallies and other 

gatherings. It does not take a rider (or anyone at all on the bike) to balance a motorcycle moving 

at any reasonable speed. Because of trail there is an automatic attempt by all motorcycles to get 

vertical and steer in a straight line. In other words, though there will likely be some wild gyrations 

of the bike as it finds its way to a stable posture, there is TIME available to the passenger to get 

control of that bike. First order of business is to slow it down. Second order of business is to steer 

it to as safe a place as possible before it falls over, because fall over it will. Before it falls over that 

engine cutoff switch should be turned off. The passenger is certainly not helpless. Perhaps it 

would be a good thing to let him/her know it and even practice (at a dead stop, engine off, on the 

side stand) assuming control, no? Following is a picture of Cash and myself using my Gold Wing in 

a Co-Rider Safety Demo showing her taking control of my bike even though I was still in the rid-

er's saddle and there is a backrest between us. Note that she was not standing nearly as tall as 

she could have should she have needed to because I was not as far out of the way as I was in the 

demo. [Need I add that this is another reason why a person who prefers being a passenger and 

never intends to ride a bike by themselves should be encouraged to attend the MSF?] Please 

note that if she lays on the rider she tends to keep him on the bike. A good thing if traveling at 70 

MPH, no?  
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From the Lead Sharks 

Ride Safe, 

Bill & Barb Baner 

Chapter FL2-B2 Directors 

 

We will be changing our Saturday Chapter Rides to start at 9 am, starting on May 
26th. We still will be meeting at the Mobil Station. 

June’s Chapter Meeting is our Chapter Visitation Month. PLEASE try to attend this 
meeting and welcome all GWRRA Chapters that stop on by. 

There is a “ Round the State Ride “ sponsored by FL2-A on June 8th to 10th . If you 
want to meet other Chapter Members from around the State of Florida, this is a 
great way accomplish it. You don’t have to participate on the complete Ride if you 
don’t want to, but at least meet some of our sister Chapters that are close by. They 
will be stopping at Sarasota on June 9th at our Perkins Restaurant for Lunch at 
noon. Please come out and support our Chapter and have a lot of FUN !!! Please see 
the attachment in our newsletter for details of the Ride, including hotel accommo-
dations. 

I know I mentioned this in the last newsletter, but we miss you on our Chapter 
Rides. Lately it has been hard to get Chapter Members to attend our Saturday Chap-
ter Rides. Only a few has been showing up. If YOU have ANY SUGGESTIONS on 
how to improve our attendance, PLEASE Let Me Know. I did hear about getting 
more of our spouses to come on the Rides and we are working on this suggestion. 

Ride Safe, 

Bill & Barb Baner 

Chapter FL2-B2 Senior Directors 

Going to change it up a bit this month and just provide a good article from David L. Hough’s 
“MCN Street Strategies – A Survival Guide for Motorcyclists.” 

 

SIGNALING SLIPUPS 

It’s Easier Than You Think To Misinterpret Signals 

You’re on your way home from a ride in the country. You smile as you remember that great 
section of winding road that you turned around and rode again, just for fun. But now you’re al-
most home, so it’s time to start thinking about the projects you need to finish. 

 

The next right turn after the gas station will take you down your street and four blocks later, 
you’ll be pulling up to your garage and zipping off your riding gear. There’s a car parked at the 
gas station, but there aren’t any vehicles entering or leaving your street. You flick on the right 
turn signal just in case someone else should appear or the police happen to be watching. 

 

But just as you start to lean the bike over toward your street, that car pulls out of the gas sta-
tion, right into your path. You can see the driver looking at you, but he pulls out in front of you 
anyway. Luckily, you always use the brakes as part of your cornering sequence, so you instinc-
tively squeeze harder on the lever. The bike stops inches short of a collision and the other driv-
er roars away. You’re furious until you realize that you may have caused the problem yourself. 
Signaling for the right turn could have been misinterpreted to mean that you were turning into 
the gas station, not down the adjacent street. 

 

Squeezing a little on the brakes when approaching turns is a good tactic. In this situation, it re-
duced the reaction time just enough to avoid what could have been a nasty crash. And signaling 
your intentions well in advance is generally a good idea. But allowing our mind to wander 
while riding is a dangerous habit. You should always be thinking about the possible actions of 
drivers around you and how they might interpret your signals so you can take evasive action. If 
a driver is waiting to pull out right before your turn, you should delay signaling until you are 
closer to your turn or slow and give the other driver a wave to proceed in front of you and then 
continue around the corner 

 

 

Rick Northrop 

Sr. District Educator 
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