
EVEN IRONMAN and BO 

WEARS A HELMET 

The Obvious is Sometimes Overlooked – As in Parking Lots By Ralph Spencer, Motorist Awareness Coordina-

tor  

I have often heard that a large majority of automobile accidents occur within three miles of your home.  I 

don't have any statistics on this alleged truism, but I would not doubt its veracity for a second.  

  

A second often heard warning is that many accidents happen in parking lots, of all places.  I am betting that 

many of you can attest to this belief simply because we have all been there and witnessed close calls if not 

personal fender benders.  I am thinking that motorcycles as well as automobiles have been victims of both 

types of accidents noted above.  

  

The March 2018 edition of Wing World had a short story about parking lots provided by GWRRA's Cliff & Char 

Simpson, Motorist Awareness Program Assistant Directors, that I would like to reproduce for the benefit of 

all my readers.    

  

"One of my pet peeves is people who drive fast in parking lots.  So, I drive very slowly.  I was recently maneu-

vering my one-ton dually 'monster truck' through our local Costco parking lot.  It was noonish and I was driv-

ing directly into the sun.  There were many Saturday shoppers and parking spots were  

scarce.  My attention was divided between looking for a suitable space and dodging other vehicles and pe-

destrians.  And I was in a hurry!  In my peripheral vision, I saw movement on my right.  I was so startled that I 

slammed on the brakes.  As I focused on the movement, I clearly saw a woman in the shadow of a tree.  She 

pushed her baby stroller into the path of my truck - with her attention on her cell phone!  Her husband fol-

lowed - with his attention focused on his phone!  To my amazement, they crossed in front of my truck and 

didn't even look up!  The Motorist Awareness Program is constantly enjoining the motoring public to 'look 

out for motorcycles on our highways.'  Sometimes we mention bicycles or pedestrians.  Let's remember that 

parking lots are some of the most dangerous place to drive/ride - or walk!"  

  

Many thanks to Cliff and Char for this story.  I hope it will instill in all of us the need for caution in parking lots 

and, by the way, especially when you are driving/riding within three miles of your home.  

  

Until next time, please Share the Road and the Parking Lots - Safely!!!  
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From the Lead Sharks 
Bill & Barb Baner 

Ride Safe, 

Bill & Barb Baner 

Chapter FL2-B2 Directors 

 

Barb and I went to the Florida District Rally in Altamonte Springs and had a 
GREAT TIME. We volunteered to work the Rally Game Room along with our 
Associate Members Charlie and Judy Cramer. Barb also put together a Fantastic 
COY Basket that was auctioned off to support our District Couple of the Year. 
There was plenty of activities to attend and lots of Vendors. I would highly en-
courage all of our Chapter Members to attend next year. Remember you have 
PARTICIPATE TO HAVE FUN!!! 

Lately it has been hard to get Chapter Members to attend our Saturday Chapter 
Rides. Only a few has been showing up. If YOU have ANY SUGGESTIONS on 
how to improve our attendance, PLEASE Let Me Know. I did hear about getting 
more of our spouses to come on the Rides and we are working on this suggestion. 
Now that our Winter House Guests has slowed down, maybe that will help. 

Bo will be asking you at this Month’s Meeting to fill in the upcoming Chapter 
Ride Calendar, so be ready to share your favorite Ride with everyone. Remem-
ber, you don’t have to lead the Ride to suggest one. 

Please be sure to send Will Anderson any pictures of your motorcycle, rides you 
have gone on or just places you have visited. His email address is sunny-
trike@verizon.net 

 

 

Going to change it up a bit this month and just provide a good article from David L. Hough’s 
“MCN Street Strategies – A Survival Guide for Motorcyclists.” 

 

SIGNALING SLIPUPS 

It’s Easier Than You Think To Misinterpret Signals 

You’re on your way home from a ride in the country. You smile as you remember that great sec-
tion of winding road that you turned around and rode again, just for fun. But now you’re almost 
home, so it’s time to start thinking about the projects you need to finish. 

 

The next right turn after the gas station will take you down your street and four blocks later, you’ll 
be pulling up to your garage and zipping off your riding gear. There’s a car parked at the gas sta-
tion, but there aren’t any vehicles entering or leaving your street. You flick on the right turn signal 
just in case someone else should appear or the police happen to be watching. 

 

But just as you start to lean the bike over toward your street, that car pulls out of the gas station, 
right into your path. You can see the driver looking at you, but he pulls out in front of you any-
way. Luckily, you always use the brakes as part of your cornering sequence, so you instinctively 
squeeze harder on the lever. The bike stops inches short of a collision and the other driver roars 
away. You’re furious until you realize that you may have caused the problem yourself. Signaling 
for the right turn could have been misinterpreted to mean that you were turning into the gas sta-
tion, not down the adjacent street. 

 

Squeezing a little on the brakes when approaching turns is a good tactic. In this situation, it re-
duced the reaction time just enough to avoid what could have been a nasty crash. And signaling 
your intentions well in advance is generally a good idea. But allowing our mind to wander while 
riding is a dangerous habit. You should always be thinking about the possible actions of drivers 
around you and how they might interpret your signals so you can take evasive action. If a driver is 
waiting to pull out right before your turn, you should delay signaling until you are closer to your 
turn or slow and give the other driver a wave to proceed in front of you and then continue around 
the corner 

 

 

Rick Northrop 

Sr. District Educator 
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